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influence of depressing emotions, and in both ways
furthers the attainment of its end " ; and " hope tends
always to make the future appear better than the present."
and thus also strengthens desire. We are told also that
hope tends to give us courage, that it tends to conserve
the direction of thought and effort, and that hope has
this indispensable use and function for desire. He treats
of the other emotions of this group in similar fashion,
adducing the sayings of the poets in support of his view
that they all are actual mental forces having their
distinctive tendencies towards specific ends. Now we
cannot put aside this literary evidence as of no account;
but Shahd, I venture to think, attaches too much import
ance to it. The poets speak with poetic licence and in
metaphorical language, they are not concerned with
scientific analysis, and do not attempt to use a scientific
terminology; and, when they speak of hope or despond-
ency or despair as forces which impel to this or that form
of behaviour, we do them no wrong and make no reflection
upon their knowledge of human nature, if we abstain from
taking their words in the most literal sense.

The principal objection to accepting these emotions
as forces comparable to the great primary emotional
conative tendencies, such as anger and fear, is that they
always arise as incidents or phases of feeling in the course
of the operation of some activity prompted by some other
motive. Thus, hope is never an independent motive;
we hope always for the attainment of some end which we
desire or aim at from some other motive than hope ; and
the driving power which Shand attributes to hope itself
may, without improbability or any distortion of the
facts, be attributed to this primary motive or desire.
Secondly, the ends assigned to these emotions are highly
general and abstract; it is difficult to suppose that any
innate disposition can be directed to any specific end so
highly abstract as "making the future appear better
than the present." Thirdly, as we have already seen,
desire itself is, by ShancTs own admission, an abstraction,
and these emotions of desire are equally abstractions;
they are so many distinguishable ways in which tjae
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